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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : 45th Anniversary and Sacrificial Celebration 
Theme    : Edified and Fortified at 45 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / Live Streaming 
Date    : March 21, 2021 
 
TITLE    : OUR REASONABLE SERVICE 
Text/s    :   
 
Rom 12:1 
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
1 Thess 1:2-10 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
Ps 100 
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name. 
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
- To God Be the Glory 
- Great is Thy Faithfulness 
- Led By the Master’s Hand 
- Where No One Stands Alone 
- Til the Storm Passes By 
- My Jesus Knows Just What I Need 
 
Other references  :  
 
Instructions   :  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Rom 12:1 
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 
 
 
OUR REASONABLE SERVICE 
 
The major difference between us, Lighthouse BBC and other churches and evangelicals lies in this verse. 
 
See the vast differences between these translations: 
 

Rom 12:1 
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  
NKJV 
 
Rom 12:1 
12 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  
NASB 
Rom 12:1 
12  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
ESV 
 
Rom 12:1 
12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship.  
NIV 

 
 
Now see how emphatic the whole word of Truth is in what we need to understand about serving God. 
 

Matt 6:24-34 
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 
27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they spin: 
29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed? 
32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things. 
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you. 
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34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
KJV 
 
John 12:25-26 
25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal. 
26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man 
serve me, him will my Father honour. 
KJV 

 
 
And what did God tell Israel? 
 

Deut 10:20-21 
20 Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by 
his name. 
21 He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for thee these great and terrible things, which 
thine eyes have seen. 
KJV 

 
And how did Joshua charge Israel? 
 

Josh 24:14-15 
14 Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. 
15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
KJV 

 
 
Now, how did Paul teach the churches? 
 

Acts 20:18-24 
18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into 
Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 
19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by 
the lying in wait of the Jews: 
20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you 
publickly, and from house to house, 
21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me 
there: 
23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God. 
KJV 

 
Rom 14:16-19 
16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 
17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 
18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 
19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify 
another. 
KJV 
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1 Thess 1:2-10 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy 
of the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 
place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 
KJV 

 
2 Cor 5:9-10 
9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:16-23 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine which was delivered you. 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants 
to righteousness unto holiness. 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 
21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is 
death. 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
KJV 
 

 
Our topic today is Our Reasonable Service to God.  Not simply a service and never simply act of worship. 
 
Let’s get to the word reasonable.  It simply means reasonable.. the most logical thing we should do. 
 

Rom 12:1 
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 

 
Our reasonable service to God is said to be based on all the mercies of God to us.  The whole of Rom 8 
teaches this. 
 

• The mercy of no condemnation (v.1) 
 

Rom 8:1 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
KJV 
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• The mercy of sonship (v.14-17) 

 
Rom 8:14-17 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of future complete redemption (vs. 18-23) 

 
Rom 8:18-23 
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope, 
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 
22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of the Spirit's work in us and for us (vs. 26-27) 

 
Rom 8:26-27 
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of God's care for His own (v. 28) 

 
Rom 8:28 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of God's purpose for us (vs. 29-30) 

 
Rom 8:29-30 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of God's promises (v.32) 

 
Rom 8:32 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? 
KJV 
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• The mercy of God's justification (v. 33) 
 
Rom 8:33 
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of Christ's intercession (v.34) 

 
Rom 8:34 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
KJV 

 
• The mercy of the saint's eternal security (vs. 35-39) 

 
Rom 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 

Lam 3:22-23 
22 It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 1:3-4 
3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort; 
4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 
KJV 
 
 
 
Then, it is a service that is done by our bodies, that is, our bodies as one, being one body. 
 

1 Cor 12:20-27 
20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 
21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you. 
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 
23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 
24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more 
abundant honour to that part which lacked: 
25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for 
another. 
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it. 
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
KJV 
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BODY 
 
The descriptions and reasons for our reasonable service. 
 
 
1) An acceptable service 

 
Rom 12:2 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:1-10 
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints; 
4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of 
thanks. 
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon 
the children of disobedience. 
7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 
8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 
9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:18 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 2:1-3 
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 5:4 
4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite 
their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:20 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye 
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
KJV 
 
 

2) A holy service 
 
Rom 15:16 
16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 
KJV 
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1 Thess 5:23 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:21-22 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 6:19-20 
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? 
 
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:26 
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
KJV 
 
Acts 20:32 
32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
KJV 
 
 

3) A sacrificial service 
 

1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:14-16 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. 
KJV 
 
Isa 53:7 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:21-23 
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps: 
22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:36-39 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 
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37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 4:16-18 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
KJV 
 
Ps 69:30-31 
30 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 
31 This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:18 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Heb 13:20-21 
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV 
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